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                                       R E A D I N G   C O M P R E H E N S I O N 
 

Task 1: Read the text carefully. There are two tasks to do on the next page. 

 

                            ELIZABETH PRICE 

 

  John Garth talks to Turner Prize-wining video artist and 

                     fellow of Lady Margaret Hall at Oxford University.  

     

It was a day of contrasts for Elizabeth Price. First she interviewed applicants for the BA course at the 

Ruskin College. Then she won the Turner Prize. 

   As a newly appointed tutor, Price felt it was vital for her to take part in the admission process. 

“And it put the whole thing in perspective,” she said. “I went to Oxford, I did a morning of 

interviews, I got the train, I went to the Tate Gallery to participate in the awards ceremony.” 

   Yet her journey from Oxford to victory at Tate Britain truly began nearly three decades ago, and it 

is this odyssey that came to mind as she stepped up on 3 December last year to be presented with 

₤25,000 prize by actor Jude Law for her video installation, The Woolworths Choir of 1979. 

   “It was thrilling but I also felt quite solemn, because there had been so many really hard years and 

points where you think you have to give up. It felt good, not in a triumphal way but, “Phew, out of 

the terrible years!” 

   Price came to Oxford in 1985 as a shy 18-year-old attracted by the Ruskin’s intimate scale and by 

the University’s diverse intellectual life and collections. She had an impression that at her college 

everyone else seemed to know someone, but coming from a Luton comprehensive school she felt 

isolated. At a gig by an indie band in the college bar, she met Amelia Fletcher, who was reading 

economics at St Edmund Hall. 

   “She came up to talk to me because we both had the same badge on. She was a lot more confident 

than me and the first thing she said was: “Do you want to be in a band?” And I went: “Uh, yes…” 

   A whirlwind years on vocals, violin, guitar and tambourine in Talulah Gosh saw recording sessions 

in Glasgow, cult music paper the NME putting their debut single on a sampler cassette, and the 

classic entry-level touring experience. “Strings of gigs one after the other, travelling wedged between 

two amplifiers, and sleeping on someone’s freezing kitchen floor,” Price commented. 

   Talulah Gosh stuck out. Price recalls: “We said a lot of things initially as an anti rock’n’roll stance: 

“We eat sweets, we don’t take drugs. At that time, goth was very dominant, and it was this really po-

faced, serious and male-oriented rock.” Then, when the music press lumbered them with the label 

“twee pop”, Talulah Gosh spent the rest of their short career striving with punk energy to throw it 

off. The band eventually fizzled out.  

   Price’s fledgling pop career almost derailed her BA course, and she had to retake her preliminary 

exams. “When I failed, I think they felt I’d made my choice and I should go and do something else. 

But I just thought they were wrong, so I worked really hard over the summer. When I came back in 

the second year, I was very much more focused.” 

   Price shuttles between Oxford and East London, where she has her studio and lives with her 

partner. “The time I’m not teaching is incredibly intense: I have the most dreadful deadlines and I 

work like a mad person,” she said. 
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                  R E A D I N G   C O M P R E H E N S I O N – T A S K S 
 

Task 1: Based on what you have read in the article, decide whether the statements below are true 

(T) or false (F). Circle one of the two letters.  Be careful, the sentences do not follow in the same 

order as the information in the article. 

 

1.  While studying at Oxford, Elizabeth Price’s initial feelings of loneliness were caused  

      by her family status.                     T  /  F 

       

2.   In a university band, Elizabeth performed only as an instrumentalist.             T  /  F 

 

 

3.   Elizabeth met her friend Amelia while attending the same lecture.                  T  /  F  

 

                                
4.   As an acknowledged artist, Elizabeth interviews students applying for Oxford University.  T  /  F 

 

 

5.   Elizabeth’s involvement in a university band resulted in poor academic results in  

      her first year at Oxford.                       T  /  F         

       

 

6.   Elizabeth’s graduation from Oxford University took place approximately twenty years ago.  

                       T  /  F                                             

 

7.  Elizabeth experienced moments in her professional career during which she wanted to stop  

     her artistic  activities.                           T  /  F 

 

 

8.  Elizabeth and her university colleagues from a musical band declared their anti-drug  

     philosophy.                    T  /  F 

 

Task 2:  Define the correct meaning of the following words, underlined in the text, by circling  

one of the four words with the closest meaning. (The words taken from the text represent informal 

English.) 

 

9.    gigs 

      a) rehearsals            b) performances   c) discussions  d) conflicts 

10.  po-faced 

      a) disharmonious  b) loud     c) disapproving               d) crazy 

  

                                    ........ / 10 pts                                                                                           
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                                                  V O C A B U L A R Y 
 

Task 1: Complete each sentence using a verb from the box in the correct form. You may need to 

change the form of the verbs. There are four extra words.  

 

       respond,         hinder,          fight,          face,           spot,        pose,       carry,          strike     

    

 

1.   We had only just set off on our summer holiday when disaster ……………..…………….. . 

2.   Can you ……………..………………. the ten deliberate errors in this exercise? 

3.   I am afraid that Jennifer’s problems at home may be ………………………..…… her progress 

      at school. 

4.   Such a dictator …………………………… a serious threat to world security. 

    

   

Task 2: Fill each blank space in the article below with the correct form of the word in capital 

letters. 

 

               A TRIP TO THE MOON 

For politicians, Armstrong’s first sentence, spoken on 20 July, 1969, with feet 

firmly on (5) ...........................……… dust, signalled the end of the USA’s journey      AIR 

to the Moon. His second (6) ...................................... followed : “The dust                UTTER 

is fine and (7) .........................…........ . I can kick it up loosely with my toe.”       POWDER 

When Armstrong climbed out of the hatch of the Eagle, the grounding in      

geology that he had received back on Earth had already equipped him with  

the  (8) ..............................…………. of a Master’s degree.            EQUAL 

   Fifteen minutes later, Aldrin would (9) ..................................…… describe             POETRY 

the same scene with the words “magnificent (10) ........................…...........…”,     DESOLATE 

but for the geologists in the back room at Houston, Armstrong’s technical  

description was more like what they wanted.  

        ........ / 10 pts 
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                                            G R A M M A R 
 

Task 1: Fill each of the numbered blanks in the passage with one suitable word. 

 

       ANCIENT PARK  

EXAMPLE: (0) under  
 

Pontefract Heritage Group is worried that their ancient park is (0)..................... threat. The people working for 

Pontefract Heritage Group are so concerned (1)..........................  the level of vandalism (2).............................  

their ancient park that it has written to Council Leader Peter Box asking him to tackle the increasingly 

worrying problem. In one of the most recent incidents, eight birch, ash and maple trees (3)....................…. 

sawn down. Pontefract’s bowling club is planning to create an exclusion zone by fencing (4)......................... 

the greens to prevent further extensive damage (5).......................… them. These attacks come hot on the heels 

of damage inflicted (6)......................... Pontefract Castle by gangs of youths who have ripped masonry 

indiscriminately from the ruins. Michael Holdsworth, Chairman of the Heritage group, yesterday commented: 

“Noticeable damage (7)...................….. occurred over several years in the gardens and action taken to stop the 

culprits entering at night has so far (8)........................... ineffective. And it’s not just the bad behaviour of 

teenagers, which is damaging the gardens. Adults misuse them too in the daytime (9).........................… 

parking on the grass and flower-beds.” 

   Earlier this year, English Heritage gave the gardens Grade II status (10)........................... a site of historical 

interest (11)........................... a national register of parks and gardens. The gardens date (12)........................... 

to the thirteenth century, when the land formed part of the monastery gardens of Pontefract’s Dominican 

Friary. Earning a place in the register means that the local council is required to make provision  

(13)........................... the protection of the gardens.               

            .... / 13 pts 

 

Task 2: Complete each sentence in such a way that it means exactly the same as the sentence  

above it. 
 

14.  The sculpture is thought to have been stolen by one of the guards. 

       One of the guards ............................................................................................................................…….. . 

15.  It’s a pity we didn’t discuss the problem a long time ago!   

 I wish …………………………………………………………………………………………….……… . 

 

            ...... / 2 pts 
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                                             L I S T E N I N G 

 

 

You will hear a radio programme in which Kimberley Snyder, a celebrity nutritionist, describes 

her day. Based on what you have heard, decide whether the statements below are true (T) or false 

(F). Circle one of the two letters. You will hear the text twice. 

 

  

 

1. Kimberley’s Glowing Green Smoothie is a combination of different vegetables, fruit 

    and cereals.                          T  /  F 

 

2. Kimberley’s role in some celebrities’ lives is exclusively to give them tips on a proper 

    diet.                  T  /  F 

 

3. The quality of the skin can be excellent regardless of the number of nutritional   

    ingredients.                 T  /  F 

 

4. Kimberley’s weight problems in adolescence resulted in hospital treatment.         T  /  F 

 

5. In the afternoon, Kimberley’s clients’ issues might often be connected with insufficient    

    energy levels.                T  /  F

    

     

                   ........ /5 pts 

 

 

Autori: PhDr. Eva Žitná 

Recenzent: PaedDr. Anna Brisudová 

Korektor: Marja Juhola, M. A.  

Olympiáda v anglickom jazyku – krajské kolo 

Vydal: IUVENTA – Slovenský inštitút mládeže, Bratislava 2014 

 


